60             THE CUCKOO CLOCK
in it opening on to balconies commanding,, no
doubt, a splendid view of the great saloon; there
were ever so many little staircases leading to
more little rooms and balconies; but it all seemed
empty and deserted.
" I don't care for it," said Griselda, stopping
short at last; "it's all the same, and there's
nothing to see, I thought my aunts kept ever so
many beautiful things in here, and there's
nothing/'
" Come along, then," said the cuckoo, " I
didn't expect you'd care for the palace, as you
called it, much. Let us go out the other way."
He hopped down a sort of little staircase near
which they were standing, and Griselda followed
him willingly enough. At the foot they found
themselves in a vestibule, much handsomer than
the entrance at the other side, and the cuckoo,
crossing it, lifted one of his claws and touched
a spring in the wall. Instantly a pair of large
doors flew open in the middle, revealing to
Griselda the prettiest and most curious sight she
had ever seen,
A flight of wide shallow steps led down from
this doorway into a long, long aventfe bordered
by stiffly growing trees, from the branches of